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Archibald argues it is 'one of the most important pieces of political filmmaking of the twentieth century', foregrounding workers' struggles and stories, and the ultimately unsuccessful attempt to create a 'Spanish Revolution', the 'civil war within the civil war ' (p. 159 & 165) . Guillermo del Toro's The Devil's Backbone, set in the final months of the Civil War, evokes the many unavenged murdered, and strongly suggests that the memories of the past will never be laid to rest until Spain confronts the crimes committed by the dictatorship. While not suggesting a causal effect, Archibald notes that shortly after the film was launched, the Spanish government passed the Law The film depicts a journalist who, initially unenthusiastic about her commission ('Not the civil war again'), becomes fascinated by a story of surprising mercy from the war and, using historical methods, such as locating primary sources, newspaper cuttings and a diary, tries to piece together 'the truth' of what happened. Her ultimate failure to obtain a cut and dried, neatly tied up narrative is, argues Archibald, an important contribution to debates over whether historians can ever claim to establish the 'absolute truth' of past events.
Archibald successfully demonstrates through his detailed and wide-ranging analysis, the 'elasticity of cinematic depictions' (p. 184) of the war and its unresolved political, emotional and social legacy. He emphasizes the importance of these contributions in helping understand both events of the Civil War and the difficulties of representing the past, from the point of view of the 276 artist and the historian. The book demonstrates the appositeness of its title, 'The War that Won't Die' in that recent artistic depictions help us understand why the war's legacy is still so contested.
While the book's lengthy and often unnecessarily detailed synopses of the films can at times create burdensome readerly headwinds it is a masterful case study on film's contribution to understanding historical events. Its accessible style will benefit students and more advanced scholars of film and the Spanish Civil War and its aftermath. 
